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This study paper delves into the intricate 
interplay between gender-equality 
education and gender-based violence 
(GBV) prevention within the complex 
and unique context of Bidi Bidi Refugee 
Settlement. Situated approximately 12 
kilometres from the South Sudan border 
and 30 kilometres from the Congo border, 
Bidi Bidi emerges as a microcosm of 
resilience amid the challenges of sporadic 
violence and tribal conflicts. This paper 
aims to illuminate the transformative 
potential embedded within gender-equality 
education exemplified by the YTT Gender-
Equality/GBV Prevention program. 
Beyond the scope of addressing Gender-
Equality and GBV, this program empowers 
women and children, thereby forging 
new narratives within the multifaceted 
canvas of this refugee settlement.

Abstract



1.

Bidi Bidi Refugee Settlement, sprawling over 
250 square kilometres within Uganda’s North-
Western region in the Yumbe District, transcends 
its geographic boundaries to embody the 
narratives of more than 270,000 refugees. 
These peoples, driven by the horrors of civil war, 
poverty, and violence, have sought refuge within 
Bidi Bidi. The settlement’s strategic proximity 
to both the Congo border (DRC) and the South 
Sudan border presents a dual reality—offering 
sanctuary while simultaneously exposing its 
inhabitants to the echoes of neighbouring unrest, 
sporadic violence, and tribal conflicts. This paper 
embarks on an exploration of gender-equality 
education’s influence, as it fosters resilience, 
empowerment, and GBV prevention within the 
intricate tapestry of Bidi Bidi.

Introduction



2.
2.1 

2.2 

Gender-Equality Education and GBV

Gender-Equality Education: In this multifaceted 
environment, gender-equality education emerges as a 
guiding light, challenging normative structures, nurturing 
critical thinking, and cultivating informed decision-making. 
The seamless infusion of gender-equality education within 
refugee settlement programs heralds a transformative 
paradigm shift, creating a space for dismantling 
intergenerational stereotypes and fostering relationships 
grounded in equity.

Gender-Based Violence: The context of Bidi Bidi cultivates 
an environment conducive to gender-based violence, with 
women and girls disproportionately bearing the brunt. GBV’s 
deeply entrenched roots in cultural norms, displacement 
trauma, and the scarcity of resources intensify the urgency 
for multifaceted intervention strategies that extend beyond 
conventional boundaries.



3. Complexities and Opportunities in Bidi Bidi

3.1 

3.2 

3.3 

Navigating Contextual Complexities: Bidi Bidi’s strategic positioning exposes its residents not only to neighbouring 
unrest but also crystallises the urgency of GBV prevention. The intricate movement between local dynamics and 
the mosaic of refugee experiences underscores the indispensability of a contextually attuned approach—one that 
recognises the intersectionality of factors influencing vulnerability to GBV and inequality.

Unveiling Educational Disparities: Within Bidi Bidi’s educational landscape lies a tapestry woven with gender disparities. 
Socio-economic and cultural threads intertwine to manifest as barriers that hinder girls’ access to quality education. The 
unraveling of these disparities isn’t just an imperative; it serves as the gateway to unlocking gender-equality education’s 
transformative potential as a harbinger of lasting change.

Trauma-Informed Empowerment: The scars of trauma and violence etched into the lives of Bidi Bidi’s residents 
underscore the indispensability of a holistic approach. By intertwining gender-equality education with mental health 
support, a fertile ground is cultivated for empowerment, healing, and the cultivation of resilience within the shadows of 
adversity.



4. Impact & Triumph
Stories of Empowerment

4.1 4.2 4.3 

Empowerment and Agency: Gender-
equality education isn’t a mere curriculum; 
it emerges as a potent catalyst, 
emboldening women and girls, dismantling 
oppressive norms, and positioning 
them as architects of transformation. 
This newfound agency isn’t confined to 
individual growth; it emanates into the 
broader societal landscape, shaping 
narratives of empowerment and agency.

Countering GBV: The YTT Gender-
Equality/GBV Prevention program 
stands as a living testament to triumph, 
addressing the very roots of GBV while 
nurturing relationships founded upon 
respect and equity. The discernible link 
between education and reduced violence 
highlights the transformative potential 
harboured by this program, reframing the 
lives of countless individuals.

Fostering Collective Community 
Transformation: The program’s 
impact resonates beyond individual 
empowerment, weaving itself into the 
very fabric of the community. Inclusive 
dialogues encompassing men, boys, and 
the entirety of the community amplify the 
resonance of the program, solidifying 
a collective commitment to catalytic 
change.



5. Recommendations and 
the Path Forward

5.1 

5.2 

5.3 

Holistic Integrated Approach: The triumph of the YTT program is rooted in its 
holistic approach, seamlessly interweaving gender-equality education with mental 
health support and economic opportunities. This integrated model stands as a 
guiding compass for impactful interventions, offering a blueprint for sustained 
transformation.

Strengthening Community Collaboration: The journey toward dismantling deeply
ingrained gender norms necessitates active engagement from community leaders, 
religious institutions, and men. Multi-dimensional involvement amplifies the 
resonance of interventions, creating a symphony of change that reverberates 
through society.

Commitment to Long-Term Impact: The endurance and impact of gender-equality 
education initiatives hinge on sustained support from humanitarian organisations, 
governments, and donors—a collective commitment to fostering enduring change.



6. 7.
The Geographical 
Tapestry: A Canvas 
of Transformation

From Settlement to 
Sanctuary

Bidi Bidi stretches across 250 square kilometres, spanning 
the eastern half of Yumbe District, and extending southward 
into Moyo District along the meandering Kochi River’s 
western bank. This geographical expanse doesn’t merely 
serve as a backdrop; it’s a living tapestry interwoven with 
the stories, experiences, and aspirations of refugees. 
Divided into five distinct zones Bidibidi, Swinga, Yoyo, 
Abrimajo and Annex, and Ariwa—each zone carries its 
unique significance, a microcosm of unity amidst diversity. 
Bidibidi, previously a humble village, transformed into a 
sanctuary in August 2016, when it was designated as a 
refugee settlement. The metamorphosis of a vacant arid 
patch near Yumbe into a home for approximately 270,000 
refugees underscores the power of humanity’s collective 
response to displacement and adversity.

The transformation of Bidi Bidi from a village to a 
refugee settlement was a purposeful endeavour by 
the Ugandan government. It represented a departure 
from the conventional camp approach to a holistic 
settlement concept. This transition aime  not only to 
provide shelter but also to cultivate an environment 
that upheld human dignity. The empty land that was 
once adjacent to Yumbe has morphed into a thriving 
settlement evidence of the transformative capacity of 
human compassion, collective efforts, and governance.



8. 9.
Empowering Lives 
through Education 
and Prevention

Envisioning a Future 
of Possibility

Within this transformed landscape, the integration of 
gender-equality education and GBV prevention initiatives 
takes on profound significance. Education isn’t confined 
to textbooks; it’s a catalyst for empowerment, a channel 
for hope, and a bridge toward resilience. The YTT Gender-
Equality/GBV Prevention program exemplifies this 
intersection of education and empowerment, countering 
GBV while fostering an environment where women and 
girls become empowered.

As this study paper concludes, Bidi Bidi’s legacy transcends 
its geographic confines to become a universal symbol 
of resilience, hope, and the potential for change. The 
transformation from village to settlement, the coexistence 
within diverse zones, and the transformative power of 
gender-equality education and GBV prevention initiatives 
collectively convey a story of progress. However, the journey 
is far from over. Governments, NGO’s such as YTT, local 
refugee and women-led organisations, policymakers, and 
individuals are all key players in ensuring that the echoes 
of empowerment and transformation continue to resonate.



10. 11.
Shaping a Global 
Narrative

Reflections: Echoes 
of Transformation

Bidi Bidi’s narrative is a call to action, urging us to 
recognise that gender-equality education is an essential 
cornerstone of sustainable development and social 
change. Beyond Bidi Bidi’s borders, it exemplifies the 
potential to harness education as a force that not only 
counters GBV but also cultivates a society where equity, 
respect, and empowerment flourish. By integrating gender 
equality education into global policies and practices, we 
can shape a narrative of progress that echoes across 
borders, cultures, and communities borders, cultures, 
and communities.

As the echoes of transformation reverberate through the 
corridors of Bidi Bidi, they serve as a testament to the 
indomitable spirit of individuals who have risen above 
adversity. The settlement, once a barren expanse, is now 
adorned with the vibrant hues of empowerment, resilience, 
and unity. The fusion of gender-equality education and 
GBV prevention initiatives has given rise to narratives of 
change that will endure for generations. Bidi Bidi’s journey 
is not just a local story; it’s a universal reminder of the 
potential we all possess to foster change, even within the 
most challenging of circumstances. The story of Bidi Bidi’s 
gender-equality education and GBV prevention efforts 
stands as an ode to the human spirit’s ability to rise above, 
reimagine, and rebuild, even amidst the darkest of times.


